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Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
firstly, I would like to wish 
all members a Happy New 

Year and wish everyone a very healthy 
and happy 2019.  I also hope that 
everyone’s Christmas was enjoyable 
and filled with fun, laughter and of 
course plenty of good food.

We had a very entertaining and busy 
Christmas season within the Order 
starting off with a sold-out Sons of 

Italy Choir Christmas Dinner and Concert.  I would like to 
congratulate Brother Angelo Venditti for the choir’s continued 
success, and I would like to also congratulate the choir for their 
active work in our community, performing at many events 
throughout November and December.  I received a letter 
from brother Bob Savelli that the choir will continue with its 
financial support of the St Patrick’s School music program, and 
I will put forward a motion in January’s meeting to match the 
donation dollar for dollar from the Trieste Lodge general fund.  
I am hoping for everyone’s support.

On Sunday December 9th Santa Claus visited our lodge to 
hand out Christmas gifts and spread cheer to approximately 
60 children along with their parents and grandparents.  It was 
a fun filled day and I wish to congratulate Lori Balogh and her 
committee for their work on the event.  Also, a special mention 
to Brother Loris Pilot for his culinary skills that day.

To cap off the Christmas season we had our member’s Christmas 
dinner with over 200 members and guest in attendance, as well 
as a dinner dance on December 14th with many of our bowling 
team members in attendance.  A special thank you to Joe 
Mongiardi and the staff for preparing and serving 2 delicious 
meals!

The Order Sons of Italy Canada will be holding our annual 
convention at the end of May.  This year’s host is our brothers 
and sisters in Kelowna, BC.  The Trieste Lodge is entitled to 
send 5 delegates plus the lodge president to the convention.  
We will be requesting nominations for delegates at the January 
meeting, with a formal vote if more than 5 delegates are 
nominated.

A couple of other upcoming events are worth mention:  On 
Friday February 1st we are holding our annual Briscola 
tournament.  This event is one of our oldest traditions that 
I think is very important to support.  I am calling on all 
members to attend, even if just for the dinner.  Tickets are $20 
for dinner, and $5/person in the 2-person team entry into the 
tournament.  Please contact or see Brother Frank Merolli for 
information and tickets.  Also, in the spirit of February being 
the month to celebrate time with Family (Family Day being a 
provincial holiday), we at the lodge will follow suit by having 
our February meeting become Family Night.  We encourage all 
members to invite a member of their family to join us at the 
meeting (child, grandchild, parent, uncle, aunt, cousin, etc.)  
Cost is $20 per guest, with children under 18 free.

Please note the change of date of January’s meeting.  We will be 
meeting on the 3rd Tuesday, which is January 15th.  Hoping the 
weather cooperates and we see many of you there!

Fraternally yours,
Lewis Merolli, President
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NEXT GENERAL MEETING: Tuesday,  January 15, 2019
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MESSAGGIO DEL PRESIDENTE

Cari fratelli e sorelle,Prima di 
tutto, vorrei augurare a tutti 
i nostri soci un felice anno 

nuovo ed un felice e sano 2019. Spero 
anche che il Natale di tutti sia stato 
piacevole e pieno di divertimento, 
risate e, naturalmente, tanto buon 
cibo.

Abbiamo avuto un periodo natalizio 
molto divertente e impegnativo 
all’interno dell’Ordine, iniziando 

con una cena ed un concerto di Natale con il coro dei Sons of 
Italy. Vorrei congratularmi con il fratello Angelo Venditti per il 
continuo successo del coro, e vorrei anche congratularmi con 
il coro per il loro lavoro nella nostra comunità, esibendosi in 
molti eventi nei mesi di Novembre e Dicembre. Ho ricevuto 
una lettera dal fratello Bob Savelli che il coro continuerà con il 
suo sostegno finanziario al programma musicale della scuola 
di San Patrizio. Presenterò una mozione al meeting di Gennaio 
per contribuire dollaro per dollaro ad ogni donazione da parte 
della loggia di Trieste. Mi auguro di ricevere il supporto di tutti.

Domenica 9 Dicembre, Babbo Natale ha visitato la nostra 
loggia per distribuire regali di Natale e diffondere gioia a 
circa 60 bambini, insieme ai loro genitori e nonni. E ‘stata una 
giornata piena di divertimento e vorrei congratularmi con Lori 
Balogh e il suo comitato per il loro lavoro sull’evento. Inoltre, 
una menzione speciale al fratello Loris Pilot per le sue abilità 
culinarie svolte quel giorno.

Per festeggiare il periodo natalizio abbiamo avuto la cena di 
Natale con oltre 200 membri e ospiti presenti, oltre a una cena 
di ballo il 14 Dicembre con molti dei nostri membri del team di 

bowling presenti. Un ringraziamento speciale a Joe Mongiardi 
e allo staff per la preparazione e il servizio di 2 pasti deliziosi!

La Order Sons of Italy Canada terrà la nostra convention 
annuale alla fine di Maggio. Quest’anno saremo ospitati dai 
nostri fratelli e sorelle a Kelowna, BC. La loggia di Trieste ha 
il diritto di inviare 5 delegati più il presidente della loggia 
alla convention. Richiederemo le nomine per i delegati alla 
riunione di Gennaio, con un voto formale se saranno nominati 
più di 5 delegati.

Vale la pena menzionare un paio di altri eventi imminenti: 
Venerdì 1 Febbraio organizziamo il nostro torneo annuale 
di Briscola. Questo evento è una delle nostre più antiche 
tradizioni che ritengo sia molto importante sostenere. Invito 
tutti i membri a partecipare, anche se solo per la cena. I biglietti 
costano $ 20 per la cena e $ 5 per l’ingresso della squadra per 
2 persone nel torneo. Si prega di contattare o vedere il fratello 
Frank Merolli per informazioni e biglietti. Inoltre, con il fatto 
che Febbraio è il mese in cui celebrare e trascorrere piu’ tempo 
con la famiglia (il giorno della famiglia è una festa provinciale), 
noi alla loggia seguiremo l’esempio facendo diventare la nostra 
riunione di Febbraio la “Family Night”. Incoraggiamo tutti i 
membri ad invitare un membro della loro famiglia a unirsi a 
noi all’incontro (figlio, nipote, genitore, zio, zia, cugino, ecc.) 
Il costo è di $ 20 per ospite, con bambini sotto i 18 anni gratis.

Si prega di notare il cambio di data della riunione di Gennaio. 
Ci incontreremo il 3 ° martedì, che è il 15 Gennaio. Sperando 
che il tempo sia favorevole e di vedere molti di voi presenti !

Fraternamente,
Lewis Merolli, Presidente

Messaggio Del Presidente 
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MESSAGGIO DEL PRESIDENTE

The Order Sons of Italy Trieste Lodge was proud to 
recognize Mr. Ron Corsini, an extremely worthy and 
humble recipient of the Italian-Canadian Citizen of 

the Year Award on November 17th at Liuna Gardens. Mr. 
Corsini and his family through Corsini’s Supermarket were 

a cornerstone of the Italian community in Hamilton.  Many 
Italian immigrants attribute their success as Canadian citizens 
due to the assistance and guidance received from the Corsini 
family, and Ron carried has carried on this legacy.  Photos 
taken by the wonderful Shelly Cameron.

Italian-Canadian Citizen Of The Year 2018

AWARDS AND RECOGNIT ION
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The Sons of Italy Choir would like 
to wish president Louis Merolli, 
the Executives and ALL the Sons 

of Italy Members of the Trieste lodge,  
a Healthy and Joyous New Year. May 
your year be as productive and successful 
as ever.

We the Choir are very proud to 
carry the Sons of Italy name at our 
performances throughout this Hamilton 
and Surroundings. The Sons of Italy 
Choir is proud of the great success of 
it’s performances, and 2019 looks like 

another busy year. Also Celebrating this 
year will be the Choir’s 30th Anniversary.

As always we welcome NEW members to 
join us. Our rehearsals are on Wednesday 
nights from 7:15 to 9:30 pm. Rehearsals 
will restart the beginning of March. If 
you would like to give it a try or if you 
would like more information, please call 
Angelo Venditti at 905-388-0872.

On January 16, 2019, The SOI Choir 
will present a Donation on behalf on 
the Lucia Sanmartin Memorial Fund 

to the Children Music program of St. 
Patrick’s School. We Hope that this fund 
will help to purchase the needs of some 
less fortunate students. If you would like 
to make a donation towards this very 
important fund, you can make check 
to; The Sons of Italy Choir, and say that 
it’s for “The Lucia Sanmartin Memorial 
Fund”. It can be mailed at 34 Wisw Cres, 
Hamilton, L8T-2L5.

Sons of Italy Choir Update

SOI  CHOIR



General Meeting Dinner Pricing and Etiquette
Just a reminder our monthly General Meetings begin at 7pm sharp and doors open at exactly 6pm. Dinner pricing 
for members is $20 and guest pricing is $25 at the door. All members and guests must sign in at the door with an 
executive member before entering the hall. Please be patient with us at the door as we have been implementing a new 
sign-in process that will allow us to better manage and track our dinner attendance for years to come. Please contact 
the executive if you have any questions. Grazie! 

2019 Membership Dues
With the commencement of the New Year, the Executive would just like to provide a reminder that ALL member-
ship dues are to be paid in full by MARCH 31st. Dues are $75.00 and can be paid in person using cash or cheque at 
our general meetings, by mail, or by visiting our website under the “payments page” using PayPal. Please contact the 
executive if you have any questions.

SOI Website Refresh Update
The SOI Trieste Lodge website has been officially re-launched and re-designed! The new site showcases a brand 
new look and updated content. I encourage everyone to visit our new website and let us know what you think. Just 
a reminder, all of the work done at the Sons of Italy, including the redevelopment of the website, is completed by 
volunteers who generously offer their time and skills to making the Sons of Italy the best it can be. We will do our 
very best to maintain and update the website, if you notice any issues or errors kindly let us know.
In addition, the website is still in the early stages of its redevelopment, if there is something you’d like to see on the 
website that would be helpful to you as a member we would love to hear about it. For all inquiries regarding the 
website message Jessica at jess.petrunti@gmail.com. SOI website link: www.sonsofitalyhamilton.org 

Card Night Briscola Tournament!
Friday, February 1, 2019 at 6pm the Sons of Italy will be holding card night at the Sons of Italy Hall. Admission is 
$20 which includes a home cooked meal and $5/player to enter the tournament (2 person teams). All are welcome 
to attend. Contact Brothers Frank or Lewis Merolli for details and tickets.

Need a Ride to our Monthly Meetings?
If you are willing to pick up a fellow brother or sister and drive them to general meetings or if you would like to 
attend a general meeting but are unable to drive, please contact Lewis Merolli @ 905-515-7276 or Joe Mongiardi @ 
289-925-1557.  We will do our best to accommodate all requests.

45 Goderich Road • Unit 11  
Hamilton • ON • Canada • L8E 4W8
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Partner
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As had been recently publicized, 
the Playhouse Theatre on 
Sherman Avenue has been 

purchased and is currently undergoing 
renovations.  The new owners would 
like to bring it back as a theatre as it 
had been repurposed the last few years 

as the home of City Kidz.  Many Italians 
immigrated to this part of the city and 
attended the Playhouse Theatre to watch 
films, including Italian ones.

The new owners would like to replicate 
or have the same motif/themes in the 

theatre as it was once was in the 50’s and 
60’s.  If you have any old photographs or 
information to share, please contact Jane 
Leach at 905-979-5577 or janeleach@
cogeco.ca.

Playhouse Theatre Renovation and  
Re-Opening - Help Needed!

Cari Fratelli e Sorelle! We would like to invite and remind you 
to tune in with our very own local Italian radio show “La 
Vita e’ Bella” based out of the CFMU Studios at McMaster 

University with VJ Stefano & VJ Luca. Live every Sunday from 
12.00 P.M to 1.00 P.M on 93.3 FM! You can also stream the show 
online on the official CFMU website cfmu.msumcmaster.ca and a 
recorded piece will be posted on the official facebook page www.
facebook.com/vjstefano. Like the page to get updates on beautiful 
news, events and pictures!
La Vita e’ Bella is a radio show created with the intention to 
entertain and support the Italian community in Hamilton and 
surroundings and in particular those part of the Sons of Italy 
Trieste Lodge with updates with upcoming events and special 
announcements, it strives to maintain and spread the Italian 
language, traditions and culture facing extinction in today’s 
Canadian society. The topics vary from medicine to science, 
sports to cinema, cooking to literature and much more. Given the 
particular nature of the target audience the music played mirrors 
such peculiarity with music that ranges from the 50’s up until 
today.

Any member interested in getting involved with the show or that would like to make any type of requests from dedicating a song 
for a special event as a birthday/anniversary or to discuss about a particular important event is more than welcome to contact Br. 
Steven Zecchin via e-mail stevenzecchin@gmail.com or directly via phone at 289-925-4362.

La Vita E’ Bella Radio Show – CFMU 93.3 FM
Stay connected! 

ARTS AND MEDIA
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SEASONAL CELEBRATIONS

As always our annual Children’s 
Christmas Party was held on 
December 9th and was a great 

success with gifts for approximately 
60 children handed out. Thank you to 
Sister Lori DiVincent-Balogh and her 
committee for organizing this year’s 
event. Special thank you to everyone 
who helped out that day and the days 
prior shopping and wrapping gifts. It 
truly was a family & team effort.

Annual Children’s  
Christmas Party

As is our custom, this past 
November we initiated 12 new 
members at our general meeting. 

The executive wishes to congratulate 
the new members that were initiated, 
and ask our membership to give them 
a warm Sons of Italy welcome.  The 
new members pictured are: Domenico 
Paparo, Vincenza Partito-Wood, 
Rosemary Partito, Jamie Medelovitch, 
Ryan Jones, Nicholas Sayewich, Anthony 
Paladino, Francesco Cucchi, Dillon 
Campagna, Mathew Brown, Paolo 
Perfetti and Mary-Lisa Russo.

Congratulations to our  
Newest Members
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Rent the Sons of Italy 
Trieste Lodge Hall

Available for a variety of social events. 
For rental Inquiries please contact  
DMS Property Management at  

905-524-2985. 

Ralph Vitello, RIB(Ont)
VICE PRESIDENT COMMERCIAL LINES

rvitello@tripemco.com

Stoney Creek:
99 HWY. #8, Stoney Creek, ON  L8G 1C1

T: 905.664.2266   F: 905.664.3169
Commercial Direct Line: 1.800.461.5083 

A strong business is built upon a
solid foundation of insurance... 

BURLINGTON • STONEY CREEK

President 
Lewis Merolli 
Res: 289-656-1082  Bus: 905-664-5088
Cell: 905-515-7276
lewis@weld-techproducts.com

Past President 
Loris Pilot 
Cell: 905-518-1779 

Vice President 
Lucas Costanzo 
Cell: 289-659-9218  costanzlu@gmail.com

Orator 
Livio Di Nello 
Res: 905-389-6930 

Adm. Secretary 
Joe Mongiardi 
Res: 905-385-7845 

Recording Secretary 
Steven Zecchin 
stevenzecchin@gmail.com

Treasurer 
Eugene Stodolak 
Res: 905-573-0372  Cell: 905-541-4155 
wesmes@rogers.com 

Trustees 
Tony Giardino 
Res: 905-541-5537   Bus: 905-389-6760 

Anthony Chiarelli 
Cell: 905-517-8957 

Andrew Monachino 
Res: 908-383-1903  Cell: 905-902-1483 

Jessica Petrunti 
Cell: 905-512-2919  jess.petrunti@gmail.com 

Gasper Lipari 
Cell: 905-741-2710  glipari11@gmail.com 

Lori DiVincent-Balogh
Cell: 905-973-3234 lori.balogh@outlook.com

Richard Mossuto
Cell: 905-518-9403
Richardmossuto@gmail.com

www.sonsofitalyhamilton.org

EVENT CALENDAR

The Sons of Italy Trieste Lodge 
wishes everyone a  

Happy New Year!

SONS OF ITALY 
EXECUTIVE 2018/2019

January General Meeting Tue, Jan 15, 2019

Briscola Card Night Fri, Feb 1, 2019

February General Meeting Tue, Feb 12, 2019

Presidents Roast Dinner feat. Frank Spadone Sat, Mar 30, 2019

Mark your Calendar
For those wishing to help with the following events, please see your Executive.


